Don’t Settle
Don’t Settle For Religion

John 14:15 “If you love me, keep my commands.” (NIV)
1. Religion is performance based. Relationship is grace based

Ephesians 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this
is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—° not by works, so that no one can
boast. (NIV)

Isaiah 64:6 All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous
acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins
sweep us away. (NIV)

2. Religion is about condemnation. Relationship is about change.

John 3:16-18 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. *’ For God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through
him. *® Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not
believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name
of God’s one and only Son. (NIV)

Romans 8:1-2 So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ
Jesus. > And because you belong to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has
freed you from the power of sin that leads to death. (NLT)

3. Religion is have to. Relationship is want to.

John 14:15 “If you love me, keep my commands.” (NIV)

John 14:23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with
them.” (NIV)

1 John 5:2-3 This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving
God and carrying out his commands. * In fact, this is love for God: to keep his
commands. And his commands are not burdensome, (NIV)



