
10…THE COUNTDOWN 
Steal Of Fortune 

Exodus 20:15 “You shall not steal.” (NIV) 

1. The cause of stealing 

Exodus 20:17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or 
anything that belongs to your neighbor.” (NIV) 

Hebrews 13:5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with 
what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake 
you.” (NIV) 

1 Timothy 6:6‐10 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought 
nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food 
and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 People who want to get rich fall into 
temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge 
men into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of 
evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs. (NIV) 

2. The crime of stealing 

3. The cure for stealing 

 1. Work hard 

Ephesians 4:28 He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, 
doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to 
share with those in need. (NIV) 

2 Thessalonians 3:6‐12 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, 
brothers, to keep away from every brother who is idle and does not live 
according to the teaching you received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how 
you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, 8 
nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked 
night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of 
you. 9 We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in 
order to make ourselves a model for you to follow. 10 For even when we were 
with you, we gave you this rule: “If a man will not work, he shall not eat.” 11 We 
hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies. 12 
Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and 
earn the bread they eat. (NIV) 



Colossians 3:23‐25 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working 
for the Lord, not for men, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance 
from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 25 Anyone who 
does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there is no favoritism. (NIV) 

 2. Learn to be content  

Philippians 4:12‐13 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have 
plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, 
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do 
everything through him who gives me strength. (NIV) 

 3. Remember your witness 

1 Thessalonians 4:11‐12 Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your 
own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, 12 so that your 
daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent 
on anybody. (NIV) 

Titus 2:9‐10 Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to 
please them, not to talk back to them, 10 and not to steal from them, but to show 
that they can be fully trusted, so that in every way they will make the teaching 
about God our Savior attractive. (NIV)  

 4. Stop stealing 

Proverbs 28:13 He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever 
confesses and renounces them finds mercy. (NIV) 

CG Questions 

1. Why do people steal? 

2. What are some ways Christian people steal and may not even realize it? 

3. How do we overcome stealing? 


