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1. People ignore the warning signs 

Proverbs 22:3 A prudent man sees danger and takes refuge, but the simple keep 
going and suffer for it. (NIV) 

2. People let selfishness dominate their marriage 

James 3:13‐17 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by 
his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if 
you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it 
or deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is 
earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. 16 For where you have envy and selfish 
ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. 17 But the wisdom that 
comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace‐loving, considerate, 
submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. (NIV) 

Philippians 2:3‐4 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in 
humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not 
only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. (NIV)  

Ephesians 5:21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. (NIV) 

James 3:18 Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness. 
(NIV) 

3. People won’t let go of their pride  

James 3:13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his 
good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. (NIV) 

James 4:6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: “God opposes 
the proud but gives grace to the humble.” (NIV) 

1 Peter 5:5‐6 Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. 
All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God 
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, 
therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. (NIV) 



CG Questions 

1. What are some warning signs that a marriage is going in a negative direction? 

2. Why do people ignore the warning signs? 

3. Why does selfishness effect marriages in a negative way? 

4. How do people overcome selfishness in a marriage relationship? 

5. How does a person become humble so that they can invite the grace of God into their life 
and marriage? 


