NIP/TUCK
Grace Lift

John 1:17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. (NIV)

1. Grace, we cannot earn it

Matthew 20:8-15 “That evening he told the foreman to call the workers in and
pay them, beginning with the last workers first. 9 When those hired at five
o’clock were paid, each received a full day’s wage. '° When those hired first
came to get their pay, they assumed they would receive more. But they, too,
were paid a day’s wage. ** When they received their pay, they protested to the
owner, *2 ‘Those people worked only one hour, and yet you’ve paid them just as
much as you paid us who worked all day in the scorching heat.” ** He answered
one of them, ‘Friend, | haven’t been unfair! Didn’t you agree to work all day for
the usual wage? ** Take your money and go. | wanted to pay this last worker the
same as you. * Is it against the law for me to do what | want with my money?
Should you be jealous because | am kind to others?’” (NLT)

2. Grace allows second chances

Luke 15:20-24 So he got up and went to his father. “But while he was still a long
way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his
son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. %! The son said to him, ‘Father, |
have sinned against heaven and against you. | am no longer worthy to be called
your son.” 22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and
put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. ** Bring the
fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. ** For this son of mine
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” So they began to

celebrate.” (NIV)

Romans 2:4 Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance
and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness leads you toward repentance?
(NIV)

3. Grace is our means to salvation

Ephesians 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-and this not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God— ?not by works, so that no one can boast.
(NIV)



CG Questions
What is God’s grace?
Why is it difficult for some people to remember they can’t earn grace?
When a person sins, how does grace restore their relationship with God?
As a Christian, how can we misuse God’s grace?

How is grace the means to our salvation?



