
INSPIRED 
Tearing Down the Gates 

Matthew 16:13‐18 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man 
is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do 
you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar‐
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father 
who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. (ESV) 

1. Through Daily Devotions 

Colossians 3:2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 
(NIV) 

Mark 10:46‐47, 51‐52 And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving 
Jericho with his disciples and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, 
the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. 47 And when he heard 
that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” 51 And Jesus said to him, “What do you want 
me to do for you?” And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover 
my sight.” 52 And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made 
you well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him on 
the way. (ESV) 

Philippians 1:6 And I am certain that God, who began the good work 
within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day 
when Christ Jesus returns. (NLT) 

2. Sharing God's Love 

Matthew 25:34‐40 ”Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37 Then the righteous will 
answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and 
welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39 And when did we see you sick 



or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say 
to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to 
me.’ (ESV) 

Luke 6:38 Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the 
measure you use it will be measured back to you.” (ESV) 

3. Serving in a Ministry 

Proverbs 22:6 Direct your children onto the right path, and when they are 
older, they will not leave it. (NLT) 

Romans 5:8 But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die 
for us while we were still sinners. (NLT) 

Joshua 1:5 I will not leave you or forsake you. (ESV) 

Community Group Questions 

1. Why is it important for us to set our minds on godly things, and not on the things of 
this world? How does a time of daily devotions help us with that? 

2. How does spending time with God every day help prepare us for how God might 
want to use us each day to impact more lives for him? What are some practical ways 
we can become more consistent in our daily time with God? 

3. How has other people sharing God’s love impacted your life? What are some ways 
you can show God’s love to others this week (family, friends, coworkers, 
neighbors)?  


